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IN THE ABSTRACT: 

ABSTRACT 

A compound of formula fV] is prepared by oxidizing a compound of formula fill). 
Citalopram can be industrially and economically produced and at a high yield by r e acting 
converting a compound of th e following formula fVI, which is prepared from a compound of 
formula flin. to a compound of formula rVT) , and then alkylating the compound of formula 
rVIl to form citalopram with 3 (dimcthvlamino)propyl chloride in th e pr e senc e of at l e ast one 
of N,N,N',N' t e tramethyl e thyl e nediamin e and 1,3 dim e thyl 2 imidazolidinon e and a 
cond e nsing agent . Th e compound of th e following formula [III], which io a k e y compound 
for th e production of citalopram, can be easily produc e d by subj e cting th e compound of th e 
following formula [II] to r e duction and oyolization. 
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